TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON

WATER DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE

12/10/15

APPROVED MINUTES

The meeting of the Town of East Hampton’s Water Development Task Force was held at the Colchester / East Hampton Water Pollution Control Authority Meeting Room on Thursday, December 10, 2015 at 6:30 P.M. 

In Attendance: Mark Barmasse, Ralph Nesci, Tim Csere, Rowland Rux and Meg Wright
Not In Attendance: Ted Hintz and Alan Hurst

Other Attendee(s): Tim Smith: Public Utilities Administrator 
1. Call to Order

Chairman Barmasse called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
2. Approval of Minutes: November 12, 2015
Mr. Rux made a motion seconded by Mr. Csere to approve the Meeting Minutes as presented for November 12, 2015. Vote: 5-0. Motion Passed. 
3. Public Comment
Phil Visintainer: 12 OX Yoke Cr. – Just a resident interested in a Municipal Water System and here to listen and contribute any knowledge he can.  
4. New Business

None
5. Continued Business

a. Update and Finalize Request for Expression of Interest 
Chairman Barmasse confirmed for the members that the Town Council approved the final version of the RfEI and authorized publishing by a vote of 6-1 at the Town Council Meeting on December 8th. 

After a brief discussion around when to open the request, where to publish and how long to leave it open, Mr. Csere made a motion to open the RfEI process the first full business week of January 2016, publish on the CT Department of Administrative Services (DAS) site, CT American Water Works Association (AWWA) site/newsletter, and the Atlantic States Rural Water and Wastewater Association (ASRWWA) site for a duration of 45 days. The motion was seconded by Mr. Rux. Vote: 5-0. Motion passed. 

b. Discussion of a Municipal Water System 
Mr. Smith shared the results of his discussion, per the request of the members, with the Town Manager in regard to the process for requesting the Town Council to consider a property purchase. While the process would be to request an executive session at a future Town Council meeting to discuss, there is a lot of information the members would need to gather in order to prepare. Not only is it necessary to have the property information (location, acreage, available water supply, cost, etc.), but also the somewhat detailed development plan and the associated cost benefit. Therefore, this would require first requesting funding for a small focused study by an engineering firm. Chairman Barmasse requested that Mr. Smith share a summary of information from previous inquiries of the property with members to aid in future discussions. 
A lengthy discussion continued around the pros and cons of running the RfEI and phased development processes in parallel with final agreement that regardless of the long-term decision any additional development will result in more customers and could make the existing systems more appealing to potential partners. 
For informational purposes only at this point, Mr. Smith and Chairman Barmasse also shared that a request from The Town of Portland / St. Clements Castle for sewer assistance for their hotel development is under discussion with the EH WPCA / Joint Facilities and if any water impacts result they will let members know.  
Members agreed that next steps will include requesting that the Town Council commission a study for phased development. 

6. Adjournment:

On a motion made by Mr. Rux, seconded by Mr. Csere and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Renee Bafumi
Recording Secretary

Minutes approved by a unanimous vote of the Water Development Task Force on March 15, 2016.
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